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peace of their parents, but not for their own development.
Their talking and thinking go on simultaneously. They
frequently talk to themselves, planning out loud what they
are going to do. They talk to others more or less without
expecting an answer: "I'm going to put my dollie to bed.
I'll wash her face first. I can wash rny face, too," etc.
Probably this freedom to talk in the preschool period is
responsible for later adult facility in speech.
Occasionally, specific help with one of our difficult irra-
tional words hastens the learning process. Training given
before the child becomes- confused by special difficulties,
such as words which are pronounced the same but have
different meanings is helpful. The parent or teacher should
help him to distinguish similar and contrasting elements in
such words and give him opportunities to use them cor-
rectly.
The Role of Questioning. — Questions are such a common
form of speech in this period that it has been called the
questioning age. These questions are often a nuisance to
adults and frequently cause embarrassment by disclosing
adult ignorance. Questions are immensely valuable not
only in developing speech, but also in helping the child to
understand the world he lives in. Sometimes they are about
things that no man knoweth. When children ask such
questions as "Who made the world?" and "Why are there
people?" parents and teachers should reply with answers
that do not belittle the eternal mysteries. Better an "I don't
know/' than a reply that bricks up with indifference or
prejudice the first window a child opens toward the unseen.
Handling, looking, smelling, and listening give a wealth
of firsthand sense impressions. But the child feels the need
of supplementing these experiences by questioning. Great
patience, simplicity, and accuracy in answering questions
make an inestimable contribution to a child's education.
In addition to the questions which represent a sincere
search for knowledge, children ask questions for many other
reasons. Among these other motives for questioning are: an
idle way of passing the time, social aggression, a game hav-

